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‘Byahe’ is an exhibition and film showing by design studio Ape Creative. It explores 
the culture and the craft of hand painted lettering on signage. The core inspiration 
for ‘Byahe’ arose out of an interest in hand painted signage iconically found on 
vehicles in the Philippines. ‘Byahe’ will explore how people connect through their 
stories of their travels and experiences using elements of typography & design on 
signage exemplified in collaborative effort of the designers of Ape Creative. The 
exhibition is a celebration of the slowly dying craft of hand painted signage - that 
often overlooked and or ignored. 

A Typographic
Exploration

BYAHE
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Sometimes a journey reveals itself one letter at a time, and you just have to trust the signs.  

The art of signage has a long colorful tradition. Long before the advent of digital technology, 
Sign painters and their craft have dominated the streets with their communiqué, their  
handmade type used to capture the public’s eye and imagination with a barrage of choices - 
what to do, where to eat, which brand to buy, where to go -   destinations, possibilities,  
all outlined beautifully in painstakingly spaced-out letters.   

Byahe, a typography exploration by Dubai-based design studio Ape Creative that unveils as 
part at the Middle East’s premiere design festival – Dubai Design Week this October, aims to 
bring back the spotlight to this overlooked craft and the role that these visual cues play in 
the viewer’s own personal journey.  

The Filipino word for “travel” or “trip”, “Byahe”, the exhibit, specifically draws inspiration from 
the hand-painted signage found mostly in side streets and on public transportation in the 
Philippines, such as the iconic Jeepney.   

Through the elements of typography and design on signage, the artists of Ape Creative 
dare to examine how people connect through their stories, their travels and experiences.  

“The core inspiration for Byahe arose out of our interest in hand-painted signage and the 
traditional art of lettering. We wanted to explore this dying art and its connection to our own 
personal histories  - a  lot of us here in Dubai came from somewhere, and a lot of us are 
also moving about from place to place”, explains Rollan Rodriguez, founder and creative 
director of Ape.  

‘Byahe’ aims to detach visitors from the world of the fast-paced instant consumption of 
digital technology and reconnect them back to the more authentic; an authenticity rooted in 
history, in heritage and in a sense of place. ‘Byahe’ also hopes to bring a fresh perspective 
to the Philippine culture through its art and design while finding a connection with other 
cultures from around the world. 

“We wanted to take out these unique elements from our own backyard and see how these 
signs would speak to people from different parts of the world, from different backgrounds 
and point of view”, adds Rodriguez.  

For the artists involved, Mary Hechanova and Jude Valderrama, Byahe is also a trip back to 
the source, the process and the art of creating and communicating by hand. The goal is 
acknowledging their ethnicity but also reaching out to a global audience.  

Metal plates created and curated by the Ape Creative team will be on display as an 
installation piece at the show to debut at FN Designs Gallery in Al Serkal Avenue from 24th 
to 29th of October 2016.  

Byahe : An Expedition in Type 
FN Designs Gallery, Dubai Design Week  
24-29 October 2016  
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